
 
Further Information on the subject of this report is available from Paul Esrich 
�: on 01684 560616 
 
                                                                                                                                    Page No.   
 

 

Malvern Hills AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 11 April 2014 

 
8. MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE IN THE MALVERN HILLS AONB-  
 A PROJECT TO CONSERVE AND ENHANCE BIODIVERSITY AT 
 A LANDSCAPE SCALE 

 
Background 1. It is now widely accepted that improving the lot of 

biodiversity requires a change in conservation management 
from that which has been traditionally pursued.  Key 
elements of this change include a shift away from focussing 
heavily on 'high value' sites such as nature reserves and 
SSSIs towards a more integrated, large-scale approach, 
commonly known as the 'landscape scale'. An often 
articulated aspiration is the creation of a landscape that has 
bigger wildlife sites of better quality, which are more joined-
up and which support more species and individuals. These 
shifts in thought and approach are embedded in the Natural 
Environment White Paper (2011) and in the England 
Biodiversity Strategy 2020.  

 
2. In 2013 the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) UK Committee reaffirmed the Category V 
status

1
 of all AONBs. This confirms the significant impact 

AONBs have on conserving the UK’s biodiversity, but the 
reaffirmation is also based on a commitment from AONB 
Partnerships to continue to deliver for biodiversity. At a 
national level, Defra has recently made it clear that it 
expects AONBs, as large protected areas, to be at the 
vanguard of biodiversity conservation at a landscape scale. 

 
3. The Malvern Hills AONB is blessed in containing one of the 

largest areas of contiguous semi- natural habitat in the West 
Midlands. Owned and managed for conservation and 
access by the Malvern Hills Conservators, the Malvern Hills 
and Commons cover 3000 acres (11% of the AONB) of 
grassland, scrub, woodland etc. Much of this land is of 
national importance for wildlife, as recognised through its 
designation as a SSSI. The extensive nature of the land 
holding only adds to its significance, making it of particular 
importance for certain species. For example, the Malvern 
Hills hold one of the largest adder populations in the region. 

 

                                                 
1
 The IUCN define a Category V Protected Landscape as “An area of land, with coast and 

sea as appropriate, where the interaction of people and nature over time has produced an 

area of distinct character with significant aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural value, and 

often with high biological diversity”. 
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 4. Surrounding the Malvern Hills and Commons in the AONB 
is a large number of land holdings, ranging from the very 
large (Eastnor Estate covers 5000 acres) to the very small. 
These holdings are variable in their appearance and in the 
manner and intensity of their management. Whilst food 
production and profit is a key motivating factor it is by no 
means the driving force behind all management. For 
example, recent statistics show that Environmental 
Stewardship agreements now apply to 82% of all eligible 
land in the AONB.  

 
5. Whilst most land in the AONB is privately owned there are 

also significant holdings (in addition to that of the 
Conservators) which are owned and managed by the public 
and charitable sectors, sometimes with nature conservation 
as a key objective. One such land holding is Hollybed Farm, 
recently acquired by the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and 
comprising 42 acres of grassland, native hedgerow and 
traditional orchard. This site is currently part of the Trust's 
halo project in which attempts are made to contact, support 
and work alongside those managing land adjacent to certain 
nature reserves, in order to influence management regimes 
for the benefit of wildlife in the wider area.  

 

Summary 
 

6. The Malvern Hills AONB Unit is working in partnership with 
others to develop a landscape-scale biodiversity project in 
the AONB. The aim of the project is: To improve, in a 
selective and targeted manner, the connectivity, buffering 
and management of a mosaic of habitats in a pre-defined 
'landscape scale' area, in order to benefit a range of locally 
characteristic and significant species.  

 
7. The proposed area for this project has the ridge of the 

Malvern Hills as its western boundary and runs 
approximately 3km to the East of this line. The northern and 
southern boundaries are in line with the northern and 
southern limit of the Malvern Hills. For the purpose of this 
project the defined area is intended to be flexible.  

 
8. The project area lies within a much wider zone of 13 

parishes which was once known as the Malvern Chase. It is 
an area of current and former commons which sit on poor 
soils. Grassland (of varying quality) is the main habitat and 
stock grazing is the main land use, alongside some arable 
cropping. Mature and veteran trees, hedgerows, scrub, 
traditional orchards and small woods are all recognisable 
elements of the landscape within the project area.      

 
9. This project is still in its very early stages but the following 
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partners have been involved in discussions and are likely to 
play a role in its delivery: the AONB Unit, Malvern Hills 
Conservators, Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, University of 
Worcester, Natural England.  

 

 10. Delivering the project - A significant amount of work will 
need to be carried out before the project aim can be 
realised. The work can be broken down into two clear, 
sequential stages. 

 
11. Stage 1- data gathering, mapping and assessment work.  

Table 1 contains a provisional list of such tasks, together 

with a status assessment. 

 

12. Stage 2 – using data collected during stage 1, hold 

discussions with landowners and those bodies which may 

be able to fund biodiversity or landscape enhancement in 

the future. This includes the likes of Natural England and 

Forestry Commission as well as local and national funding 

bodies such as environmental trusts, Heritage Lottery 

Fund etc. Whilst funding for conservation management 

may be more restricted in the future, the hope is that being 

able to make reference to the direct benefits of targeted 

action on key species will be efficacious. 

 
13. Timescale - It is proposed that Stage 1 tasks are delivered 

through 2014, taking advantage of the hiatus in the 
availability of agri-environment funding. Discussions with 
funders could begin in the latter part of 2014 as evidence is 
assembled, and with landowners thereafter, to reflect 
landowner interest and available funding.   

 

 14. Table 1 – Stage 1Tasks  
 

Task Status Comments 

 

C
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Assemble a list of known priority 
species in the area, and 
associated records  

�  Only complete for 
records held by the 
Worcestershire 
Biological Records 
Centre 

Identify species which are 
particularly important for the area 
and which are likely to benefit 
from landscape-scale work 

�  Initial list is being 
refined during March 
2014.  



 
Further Information on the subject of this report is available from Paul Esrich 
�: on 01684 560616 
 
                                                                                                                                    Page No.   
 

 

Produce maps showing location of 
records for identified species  

 �  

Consult with local recorders to 
establish whether additional 
records exist 

 �  

Research and document habitat 
and habitat management 
requirements of identified species, 
including with reference to range  

 �  

Produce a matrix to establish no.s 
of identified species which will 
benefit from defined management 
prescriptions  
 

   

Consider commissioning targeted 
data collection to supplement 
extant records 

   

Assess relevant species records 
against habitats in the project area 
and produce a spatially referenced 
model of management 
prescriptions  

   

 
  

Recommendation 
 

15. The Committee is recommended to: 
 

a) Discuss the merits and any potential problems 

with the proposed project; 

 

b) Identify additional project partners, especially 

landowners, who may be interested in taking 

part. 

 
  

 
  
 


